
408 Part IV  •  Corrections

In addition to the traditional prison settings, the Bureau of Prisons 
oversees inmates sentenced to community corrections facilities. In some 
cases, the federal government contracts with residential reentry centers (or 
halfway houses) to house inmates who are close to their release dates. This 
enables offenders to reintegrate into society slowly. In the halfway house, 
staff will help inmates find employment, offer them financial advice, and 
provide other services that will help offenders establish contacts within the 
community. It is hoped that offenders will be able to transition into the 
community more easily and be less likely to commit more crime.

Thousands of federal inmates are housed in these different levels of insti-
tutions. The number of federal inmates has grown each year over the past 
10 years, to a current level of just under 200,000 inmates (see Figure 12.5).

The federal prison system is operated by the __________.

(a) Federal Bureau of Investigation, (b) Bureau of Justice Assistance, (c) 
Department of Federal Punishment, (d) Federal Bureau of Prisons, (e) All 
of the above
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The U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Statistics

VIDEO
Prison State

The answer can be found on page 522.

State Corrections

Each state has developed its own system for holding convicted offenders, 
so the organization and operation of the facilities varies from state to state. 
There is also variation in the security types, the sizes of the institutions (and 
the populations), money allocated, and the services provided to inmates. 
However, the administration of the prisons in each state is part of the state’s 
executive branch. Moreover, most states have an agency or bureaucracy that 


